Uni whistleblower won’t recant

By MICHELE TYDD

Wollongong University whistleblower Dr Ted
Steele said he would fight ‘‘tooth and nail”’
against any action to remove him from his
position.

This follows a letter by Associate Professor
Mark Walker, head of Biological Sciences, asking
that he ‘‘urgently’’ recant recent public allegations
of upgraded marking for honours students.

Dr Steele claimed he had been coerced into
agreeing to the boosting of marks of some of his
students, including one full fee-paying student.

He cited two examples where the students’
marks were upgraded against his and expert
evaluation, which allowed one student to qualify
for entry to a PhD program.

Prof Walker, in a letter dated January 24,
pointed out that after the accusations, Dr Steele
told a departmental meeting he had not told a
Sydney reporter he was instructed to upgrade
marks. E

Refusal to budge
over allegations
of grade-doctoring

He went on to say Dr Steele had since refused
to have the public record corrected.

“But you have further sought to frustrate the
attempts of your employer and other members of
the department to have the record corrected,” Prof
Walker said.

“Let me stress to you that I have serious
concerns that your actions have done real harm to
the operations of the university and to the
reputation of your departmental colleagues.

““ 1 believe it is incumbent upon you to
appropriately correct the public record as a matter
of urgency.

““Accordingly I request that you immediately

advise all media outlets, who to your knowledge
have reported on this matter, of the correct
situation.”

In reply, Dr Steele maintained that although he
did not use the word ‘instructed” with the reporter,
‘‘he had witnessed active upgrading’’.

Dr Steele last night described Prof Walker's
letter as ‘‘threatening”> and said be had no
intention of retracting any of his accusations.

*“I see this as the first step in my removal but I
have no intention of stepping back from what I see
as a flawed process of assessing honours
students,” he said.

Dr Steele yesterday contacted Prime Minister
John Howard’s office ‘‘to place the problem
squarely in his lap’’.

A university spokesman described Prof Wal-
ker’s letter as *‘part of a normal internal process of
the university”’.

““Therefore it is not appropriate to comment in
the public arena on this matter at this time,’” the
spokesman said.

At Dwyers, sheer driving pleasure
comes in many shapes and forms.

ng aid with a
'Bnccle-ARO 3 Series 5 Series
> ! : 00 318i manual sedan 99 535i sedan Dwye rs
puteé‘that listens with 5 speed, leather trim, alloys, ACESOD $49,990 V8 power, one owner, CP5351 $89,990
g 0RO 97 318is manual sedan 96 528i sedan 40 - 44 Crown Street
phone technology to sunroof, alloys, one owner, WvB682 $39,890  full body kit, 17" alloys, AGV35T $69,990
ise and Suppress it 93 318is coupé 96 528i sedan WOllOﬂgOﬂg NSW 2500
tically cunroof, 17" lloys, green, ABPB3H  $28,980 one owner, lull history, AEH1SL  $59990 #Phone: (02) 4251 6700
=LEASE 95 316i automatic compact 90 5251 sedan LDN1213
presentative is electric windows, full history, AJUM10P $27,990  sunroof, alloys, AJK53U $16,990
Vednesday for a 96 323i 5 speed sadan
of cumg fult leather trim, dual airbags, AJUOBH$39,990 7 Series Do

96 3281 automatic coupé 00 735iL wye :
"99 sunroaf, alloys, full leather, ADU19C  $49,990  one owner, low kms, AJUOSA PO.A. Snies
] 96 318i 5 speed sedan Finance

cruise control, alloys, AJLO7H $29,990 Sarvice Sheet Driwiny
gong Parts R
|

“ILLAWARRA MERCURY, Thursday, February 1, 2001 —9



